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BNNBStatement 5thMay,2020

AnUphillBattleforthePoorasCostofLivingContinuestoRise

Thecountry’sCOVID-19casesattheendofMay2020stoodatover1000cases.Though
over74percentrecoveredfrom thediseaseanddeathsremainedverylowcomparedtothe
globalaverage,thenumberofcaseshasmorethanquadrupledinaspaceofamonth.
DespitetheincreaseinthenumberofCOVID-19cases,Zambiahasslowlyopenedupher
economyunderthe“newnormal”inabidtoensureeconomicactivitiescontinueandthus
protectpeople’slivelihoods.InMay2020,restaurantsandcasinosamongotherswere
allowedtoreopen.Thedecisioncameasnosurprisegiventheevidentimpactofthehalting
ofvariouseconomicactivitiesbothontheeconomyandonpeople’slivelihoods.Moreso,
Zambia’syearonyearinflationrateforthemonthofMayasmeasuredbytheZambia
StatisticalAgencyamidstjoblossesandreducedincomesincreasedto16.6percentinMay
2020from 15.7percentinApril2020.

TheBasicNeedsandNutritionbasket(BNNB)forthemonthofMay2020stoodatK7,
195.60,anincreaseofK36.93from theApril2020basket.Increasesinthebasketwhere
notedinthepricesofvegetableswhichmovedfrom K354.83toK502.73,milkwhich
increasedtoK170.83from K103.28 for10litres,bananasmovedfrom K153.77toK203.03,
1kgofpounded groundnutsincreasedfrom K43.95toK79.23,4kgofricemovedfrom
K77.54 to K82.76,4kg ofpotatoesincreased to K37.99 from K30.36 for4kg,onion
increased from 80.14 to 94.07 and 3trays ofeggs moved from 103.28 to 112.49.
ReductionswerehoweverrecordedinthepricesofotherfruitsmovingtoK321.64from
K426.16,mealiemealfrom K250.5toK200,andfrom thenon-foodbutessentialitems
charcoalreducedfrom K358.40toK332.00.

OfinterestisthatitemsthatcontributedtotheriseintheBNNBbasketinMay2020are
foodssuchaseggsandmilkthatarenutritioussourcesofproteinandalreadyunaffordable
tomanyZambians.April2020alsosaw priceincreasesinkapentaandchicken.Itis
howeverworthwhiletonotethatmealiemealhasrecordedapricedecreaseforthesecond
monthfollowingtheincreaseinthesupplyofthecommodityonthemarket.Itisworth
notingthatpricereductionsinthisessentialcommoditycomeatatimewhenmany
Zambiansareexperiencingdrasticreductioninincomes.Moreso,consumptionofother
foodgroupsisalreadylimitedwithmanyhouseholdscharacterisedbymonotonousdiets
consistingofcarbohydrates(mostlymaize)andthusbeingnutritionallyimbalanced.Thus,
continousdecreaseinthepriceofmaizeatthebackdropofincreaseinotheressentialfood
itemswilllikelysustainthemonodietculture.Evidently,alternativefooditemssuchas
potatoeswhileregisteringapricedecreaseinMay2020comparedtoApril2020isstill
morethandoublethepriceofmealiemealperkg.

Weattributetheincreasesinthepricesofcertainitemstoreductioninsupplygiventhe
risinginputcostsandlossofrevenuethathascharacterisedanumberofeconomic
activitiesasaresultofCOVID-19.TheCOVID-19pandemiccontinuestopresentchallenges
givenitsimpactonallsocio-economicfronts.Withthecontinuedincreaseinthecostof
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living,JCTRechoestheneedtocushionthepoorestandmarginalisedamongusthrough
socialprotection.The need for Governmentintervention and commitmentto the
disbursementofallocatedfundshasbecomemorepronounced.Forone,asjoband
incomelossescontinueintheCOVID-19contextparticularlyintheurbanareas,social
safetynetsprovided to poor,ruralbased Zambiansbyfriendsand familymayalso
drasticallyreduce.Inthelastfew years,socialprotectiondisbursementshavenottallied
withbudgetallocations.WecontinuetocallonGovernmenttoalsoextendtaxreliefto
householdsinordertosafeguardbothcitizen’seconomiclivelihoodsandnutritionstatus.A
focusonkeepingtheinflationratewithinsettargetswillalsobekeyinprotectingpeople’s
purchasingpowerespeciallygiventhecurrentchallenges.

ForfurtherclarificationscontacttheSocialandEconomicDevelopment(SED)Programme
attheJesuitCentreforTheologicalReflection(JCTR)on0955295881and0954755319.
Email:jctr.sed@gmail.com and jctr.info@gmail.com.Martin Mwamba Road,Plot3813
MartinMwambaRoad,OlympiaPark–Lusaka.P.O.Box37774Lusaka-Zambia
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