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Introduction

• On 05th December 2023, JCTR received an invitation letter from 
the Ministry of Local Government and Rural Development 
(MLGRD) to make a presentation on the implementation of CDF 
from a religious perspective.

• Human dignity is the epitome of all developmental discourse in 
societies. From the book of Genesis (Gn 1:27 – We learn that God 
created mankind in his image). It is this inherent image of God in 
each person that we derive our human dignity. Therefore, the end 
of development is to promote human dignity for all.

• Drawing insights from a Pope’s encyclical called “Popularum 
Progressio” (on the development of peoples) which was published 
on 26 March 1967, we learn that Development, the New Name for 
Peace.



QUOTES

“The progressive development of peoples is an object of deep 
interest and concern to the Church. This is particularly true in 
the case of those peoples who are trying to escape the 
ravages of hunger, poverty, endemic disease and ignorance; 
of those who are seeking a larger share in the benefits of 
civilization and a more active improvement of their human 
qualities; of those who are consciously striving for fuller 
growth”. Popularum Progressio 76



quote

• “(64) When we fight 13 poverty and oppose the unfair 
conditions of the present, we are not just promoting 
human well-being; we are also furthering human's 
spiritual and moral development, and hence we are 
benefiting the whole human race. For peace is not simply 
the absence of warfare, based on a precarious balance of 
power; it is fashioned by efforts directed day after day 
toward the establishment of the ordered universe willed 
by God, with a more perfect form of justice among 
people”. PP 76



Connecting CDF to 
a religious 
perspective

• The objective of Constituency 
Development Fund (CDF) which 
is to alleviate poverty and foster 
community development.  This 
objective of CDF resonates with 
the religious perspective on 
promoting human dignity through 
development.



quote

• “Today we see people trying to secure a sure food 
supply, cures for diseases, and steady employment. 
We see them trying to eliminate every ill, to remove 
every obstacle which offends a person's dignity. 
They are continually striving to exercise greater 
personal responsibility; to do more, learn more, and 
have more so that they might increase their 
personal worth. And yet, at the same time, a large 
number of them live amid conditions which 
frustrate these legitimate desires pp 1



Quote on the principle of subsidiarity

By intervening directly and depriving society of its responsibility, the Social 
Assistance State leads to a loss of human energies and an inordinate increase 
of public agencies, which are dominated more by bureaucratic ways of 
thinking than by concern for serving their clients, and which are 
accompanied by an enormous increase in spending. In fact, it would appear 
that needs are best understood and satisfied by people who are closest to 
them and who act as neighbours to those in need. It should be added that 
certain kinds of demands often call for a response which is not simply 
material but which is capable of perceiving the deeper human need. One 
thinks of the condition of refugees, immigrants, the elderly, the sick, and all 
those in circumstances which call for assistance, such as drug abusers: all 
these people can be helped effectively only by those who offer them genuine 
fraternal support, in addition to the necessary care
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Opportunities

• Funds already budgeted for CDF

• Availability of CDFCs

• Willingness of WDCs to execute their mandate

• Ministry of Local Government and Rural 
Development

• Legal and Legislative framework

• On-going projects

• The revised 2023 National Decentralization Policy

• Generosity of Constituency Offices



Many voices on CDF



Conclusion

• The implementation of the Constituency 
Development Fund (CDF) is aimed at 
uplifting the living standards and 
conditions of community members through 
poverty alleviation and community 
development. This is because development 
is the new name for peace.

• CDF must fulfill the religious principles of 
subsidiarity, common good and human 
dignity.



• For an effective implementation of CDF 
aimed at the development of CDF, it is 
encouraged that the Local Authorities take 
seriously the information flow chart.

• One of the epic positive is the 
enhancement in accessing economic, social 
and cultural rights (education, health, water 
and sanitation etc). 



• In this presentation, the challenges have 
been shared in the context of transparency, 
accountability, community participation 
and social inclusion in the implementation 
of CDF.
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